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plan panoramique de Chartres, 17e s.
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Manuscripts from 

Chartres in the 

restoration atelier at the 

Bibliothèque nationale 

(1944-1947)



A rediscovered manuscript :

Ms. 90, Cassiodorus, Institutiones (9th c., prov. Saint-Père)

9



Renaissance virtuelle

des manuscrits sinistrés de Chartres
=

A virtual Renaissance 

for the damaged manuscripts of Chartres

www.manuscrits-de-chartres.fr

Project managers :

IRHT, Dominique Poirel and Claudia Rabel

Advisor: Patricia Stirnemann



Ms. n.a. 4 : Martyrologium-Obituarium

of the Chartres Cathedral (shortly after 1028 ?)



Livy, Roman History

Copy of Livy’s Roman History

made for Landolfo Colonna, 

canon of Chartres,

using as a model the Livy in the 

cathedral library,

a manuscript written in « such 

ancient script that it was barely 

readable ».

Reconstruction of Rome in 390 B.C.

BNF, lat. 5690 (Rome, early 14th c.)



BNF, latin 9332 : Opera medica

(Oribasius, Alexander Trallianus, Dioscorides)
Fleury/St-Benoît-sur-Loire ? Late 8th or early 9th c. – Prov. Chartres Cathedral



BNF, latin 14167:

Fulbertus,

Epistolae et Sermones

11th c.

Prov. Chartres, Saint-Père

Title from the 14th c. catalogue 

Title from the 14th c. catalogue,

in Chartres ms. 17 (Eugippius, 

Excerpta ex operibus sancti Augustini, 

12th c.) :



The corpus of the Médiathèque at Chartres

519 medieval manuscripts in 1890

165 preserved today

in various states of conservation

There are also nearly 400 envelopes of 

fragments which are being identified.



Digitized manuscripts, 2006-2012

In total:

• 95 mss reproduced, of which

• 22 mss « relaxed » in the technical centre of the 

Bibliothèque nationale de France at Bussy-Saint-

Georges

Mss still to be reproduced :

• 68 mss on parchment

• fragments from the « surprise packets »





Envelope 57

“En l’an du Seigneur 1298…”

Identified as the beginning of the 

deliberations of the Cathedral Chapter,

ms. 1007 (years 1298-1313)



Ivo of Chartres, Epistulae

Envelope 154 Ms. 1029



Ms. 291 : S. Laurent

Ms. 291 :

Jacobus de Varagine,

Legenda aurea

Late 13th or early 14th c,

South of France ?

(Provenance:  Cathedral Chapter)



Liasse n° 211Ms. 291

Ms. 291 : Jacobus de Varagine, Legenda aurea
Late 13th or early 14th c. - South of France ?

(Provenance:  Cathedral Chapter)



Other reproductions

Campaign of digitization, 2010:

• 120 glass negatives and 297 black and 

white photos of manuscripts before the 

fire

• 7 newly acquired manuscripts

Remaining to be done:

• digitize pre-war microfilms



Chartres, Bibl. mun., ms. 500 (destroyed):

Vitae sanctorum (12th c.)

« Issenbardus me fecit »



A cumulative 

bibliography of 

the manuscripts 

at Chartres



1. digitization in high resolution

2. humidification and relaxation for 22 mss, then second 

digitization

3. identification of the texts, putting the leaves in order; 

catalogue entry for the manuscript

4. for each manuscript on the internet website:

 digitized facsimile (if the manuscript exists)

 catalogue entry

 bibliography

 pre-war reproductions

 references to text editions

and information on the project (history, methodology...)

Stages in the project



Reproduction and 

“relaxation”

















Ms. 83 – avant et après traitement

Ms. 83
Beda Venerabilis,

Expositio in Lucae evangelium

12th c. (prov. Saint-Père)



Ms. 137 : Vitae sanctorum, 12th c.

(prov. Cathedral Chapter)



Ms. 149

Gregorius, Decretales, 13th c.

Binding with the « tunic of the Virgin »

(the relic as heraldic bearing

of the Cathedral Chapter)



Ms. 17

Eugippius, Excerpta 

ex operibus sancti 

Augustini,

Chartres, 

c. 1140-1150

Prov. Saint-Père 



Ms. 140

Petrus Lombardus, 

Commentarius in 

Epistolas Pauli

Paris, 12th c. (4th/4)

Prov. Cathedral Chapter



Ms. 271 : Chroniques de Saint-Denis, 14th-15th c. 



Identifying the texts,

putting the manuscripts in order 



Ms. 62 : Opuscula medica, 10th c. (prov. Saint-Père)



Ms. 205

Collection of theological 

and spiritual texts from 

the 11th and 12th c.

13th c. 

(prov. Cathedral Chapter)



Ms. 205 : « cognicio alieni »



cognitio alieni =>



Ms. 139, Bible, Paris, c.1210-1220

2 vol. (233 + 231 ff.) 



Ms. 16 
Isidorus, 

Etymologiae, 11th c.
(prov. Cathedral Chapter)



Ms. 140: Petrus Lombardus, Commentarius in Epistolas Pauli

Paris, 12th c. (4th/4)

Prov. Cathedral Chapter









Manuscripts from Chartres... elsewhere

BNF, lat. 55

Bible made for Saint-Denis, c. 1145

Troyes BM, ms. 2391

Bible commissioned by count 

Thibaut de Champagne

c. 1145-1150



Chartres, BM, ms. 336
fragment 107 A

Saint Lubin
(14 March)

© J.-B. Lebigue

Ordinary from

Saint-Jean-en-Vallée



Procession of the canons 

from the Cathedral to 

Saint-Jean-en-Vallée and 

station for the morning 

mass for the Wednesday 

of Easter week.

Chartres, BM, ms. 1058,
p. 162

photo taken by Yves Delaporte

Ordinary from

Chartres Cathedral 
(c. 1215-1225)

© J.-B. Lebigue



Ms. 150

Collection of canon law, 

Bologna, late 13th c.

(prov. Cathedral Chapter)



Et al. /2/

(b) Itemque Rainaldus Le<…>, canonicus

Sancti Martini, /3/ et Stephanus patriarcha

et Tiberius et Doda conver- /4/ -sa et

Galo miles de Calvomonte et /5/ Ethardus

decanus Pisiacensis et Stephanus Flo- /6/

-er, ad cujus anniversarium faciendum

elemo- /7/ -sinarius noster debet nobis

decem solidos de terra /8/ quam emit a

Jacobo Floer apud Hamor- /9/ -ville.

Ms.  1031 :

Obituarium of Saint-Père-en-Vallée, mid 13th c.

Cf. : A. MOLINIER et A. LONGNON, Obituaires de la Province de 

Sens, II, Diocèse de Chartres, Paris, 1906, p. 179 et passim



• Archidiaconatus Blesensis.

• Alnetum non valet

• Auricasa xxx lb.

• Averdon xxxv lb.

• Bracelli xiiii lb.

• Curia super Ligerim xxx lb.

• Cella sancti Mondrici xxxii lb.

• Capella sancti Martini xxv lb.

• Chambon xxxv lb.

• Chozeum xxxv lb.

• Calvus mons l lb.

• Candetum xxx lb.

• Castanetum xx lb.

• Cenbiu non valet

• …

• C’est-à-dire en français :

• Archidiaconé de Blois

• Aulnoy ne vaut rien

• Orchaise 30 livres

• Averdon 35 livres

• Bracieux 14 livres

• Cour-sur-Loir 30 livres

• Cellettes 32 livres

• La Chapelle-S.-Martin 25 livres

• Chambon 35 livres

• Chouzy-sur-Cisse 35 livres

• Chaumont-sur-Loire 50 livres

• Cande-sur-Beuvron 30 livres

• Châtenay 20 livres

• Sambin ne vaut rien

• …

Ms.  1137:

Estates belonging to the bishopric



Ms. 1036
Apothicarius moralis

of Saint-Père-en-Vallée, 

1373

Apothecary’s 

shop showing 

distillation and

Sacrament of 

baptism

preparation 

with a mortar

Sacrament of 

penance



Ms. 1036
Apothicarius moralis

of Saint-Père-en-Vallée, 

1373

(table of contents)



Ainz ot assez, ce truis ou livre,

A lé et a son enfant vivre. 

Li tonniaus vuiz, rempli de vin, 

De ce qu’ot esté espuisié

Ne fu de rien amenuisié,

Car de par Dieu  fu foisonné.

(Miracle XI, vers 131-6)

Ms. 1027 :

Jean Le Marchant, Miracles de Nostre Dame de Chartres,

1389 (prov. Cathedral Chapter)

cop. Marie-Laure Savoye



Ms. 214 (destroyed) :

Collection of texts on 

astronomy and 

mathematics

12th c. (2nd/4)

(prov. cathedral)

H. MICHEL, « Les tubes optiques 

avant le télescope »,

Ciel et Terre, Bulletin de la 

Société belge d’astronomie, de 

météorologie et de physique du 

globe, 70, 1954 (p. 175-184), p. 

176-177, n. 6, fig. 2. : 

the nocturlabe



Mss 497-498

Thierry of Chartres, 

Heptateuchon,

c. 1140

ms. 497

ms. 498

Photo taken by the 

canon Yves Delaporte

microfilm



Ms. 1060 

Cartulary of Saint-Père 

(Vetus Agano)

composed by the monk 

Paul, 11th c. (4th/4)

« Post obitum denique clarissimi 

viri Ragenfredi praesulis… »

(bishop Rainfroy † c. 960, 

benefactor of Saint-Père)

Cf. B. GUÉRARD, Cartulaire de 

l’abbaye de Saint-Père de Chartre, 

Paris, 1840, I, p. 54.



Ms. 13:

Commentary on Virgil, 

Eclogae seu Bucolica

9th c.

Prov. Saint-Père



MS. 29:
Flavius Josephus,

Antiquitates Judaicae

and De bello Judaico

10th-11th c.

Prov. Saint-Père



Ms. 78, f. 96v

Catalogue of 

Saint-Père-en-

Vallée,

11th c.




