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What is SharedCanvas / IIIF ?
● Shared Canvas Data Model is based on OA

● Two main APIs

  sc : http://iiif.io/api/presentation/2/context.json

  iiif : http://iiif.io/api/image/2/context.json

● Editors: Robert Sanderson, Los Alamos National Laboratory; Benjamin 
Albritton, Stanford University – Robert Sanderson, today Stanford University, 

is also editor of the OA Data Model
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Goals of SharedCanvas / IIIF
● To give scholars an unprecedented level of uniform and rich access to image-

based resources hosted around the world.

● To define a set of common application programming interfaces that support 
interoperability between image repositories.

● To develop, cultivate and document shared technologies, such as image 
servers and web clients, that provide a world-class user experience in 
viewing, comparing, manipulating and annotating images.
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Workflow

Alignment     +    Cleaning of Data

Biblissima
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Why a Mapping Proposal - Biblissima’s Needs
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Work done by Europeana + Europeana Cloud

   Recommendations for enhancing EDM to represent digital content
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Core Classes of Shared Canvas / IIIF
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Core Classes of Shared Canvas / IIIF
sc:Canvas

sc:Range

sc:Sequence

sc:Manifest  

sc:Collection
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- “A Shared Canvas is a two 
dimensional rectangular space 
with an aspect ratio that 
represents a single logical view 
of some part of the physical 
item.”

- “A virtual container that 
represents a page or view and 
has content resources associated 
with it or with parts of it (...) 
provides a frame of reference for 
the layout of the page (...) the 
display starts from a blank 
canvas and images, text and other 
resources are “painted” on to it.”
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- a JSON-LD file

- “The Manifest is what ties everything together. It is an Aggregation of 
the Layers, AnnotationLists and Sequences that make up the 
description of the facsimile. As such the Manifest is representative 
of the Book, Newspaper, Scroll or whatever physical object is being 
represented in the facsimile.”

- “The manifest resource represents a single object and any 
intellectual work or works embodied within that object. In particular it 
includes the descriptive, rights and linking information for the 
object. It then embeds the sequence(s) of canvases that should be 
rendered to the user.”
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Point of Contact : JPEG2000

FRBRoo : 

Manuscript (F4) -> R31i_has_Reproduction -> Digital Facsimile on Server BNF (E84) -> P128_carries -> 
Imagefile and JPEG2000 (E73_Information_Object)

SharedCanvas :

? (Manuscript) -> ? (is represented by) -> sc:Manifest (JSON-LD file containing f.ex. a number of “Image 
Annotations” that are painted on a “sc:Canvas”) -> sc:hasCanvases -> rdf:List
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Thank you ...
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… what would your 
solution look like ?

The slides 13 and 14 were 
updated after discussions 
with the CRM experts 
Stephen Stead and Dominic 
Oldman at Prato. Thanks !


